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THANK you for the hint, fir, faid 
the farmer, “I am refolved to rejoice 
i. though, and others fhall rejoice with me: 
> And we will have a ‘merry night on’t.” 








So Mrs. White dreffed a very plentiful 
».© fupper of meat and pudding ; and {pread 
if) out two tables. The farmer fat at the 
| | head of one, confifting of (Sine of the 
|: ( neighbours, and all his work-people. At 
'!)° the other fat his wife, with two longbench- 
;* @s on éach fide of her. At thefe fat all 
i *the old and infirm poor, efpecially thofe 
| who lived in the workhoule, and had no 
day of feftivity to look forward to in the 
whole. year but this. On the grafs, in 
the little court, fat the children of his la- 
bourers, and ef the other poor, whofe 
employment it had been to gather fow- 
ers, and drefs and adornthe horns of the 
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ble, and he gave them plerty of pudding, | 


( ) 


ram; for the farmer did not with to put ; 
an end to any old cuftom, if it was inno- | 
cent. His own children ftood by the ta- | 


which they carried to the children of the 
poor, with a little draught of cider to— 
every one. 
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This feaft though orderly and decent, 
was yet hearty and cheerful. Dr. Shep- 
herd dropped in with a good deal of com- 
pany he had at his houfe, and they were’ 
much pleafed. When the Doétor faw 4 
how the aged and the infirm poor were. a 
enjoying themielves, he was much moved; 
he fhook the farmer by the hand, and faid, | 
“ But thou, when thou makeft a feat, 
call the blind, aad the lame, and the halt; 
they cannot recompence thee, but alti 
fhalt be recompenfed at the refurregtion Li 
of the juit.”? i 
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“ Sir,” faid the farmer, “tis no creat/}! 
matter of expence, I ki il a fheep of my fi 
own, ‘potatoes are as plenty as blackber-4 
ries, with people who have a little fores| i 
thought. I fave much more cider in th Ie 
chirte of a year by never allowing ang i‘ 


caroufing in my kitchen,:or drunkennel?# 
Ys 


‘ 









ee 


, in my fields, than would fupply many 
| up fuch feaits as thefe, fo that I fhall be ne- 
ver the poorer at Chriftmas. It is cheap- 
) | er to make people happy, fir, than to 
i) make them drunk. The Doétor and the 
fh 4, ladies condef:ended to walk. from one 
8 | table to the other, and heard many mer- 
1. |, ry ftories, but not one profane word, or 
} | -one indecent fong; fo that he was not 
\.ferced to the painful neceffity either of 
|| reproving them, or leaving them in anger. 
| \ When all was over they fung the fixty- 
fifth plalm, and the ladies all joined in it, 
|.) and when they got hometo the vicarage 
i hy to tea, they declared they liked it better 
| ,, than any concert. 


The HARD WINNT ER. 






{In the famous cold winter of the pre- 
| fent year, 1795, it was edifying to fee 
i ‘| how patiently farmer White bore that 
: f jong and fevere frofi. Many of his fheep 
ee -were frozento death, but he thanked Gop 
¥ | ithat he had ftill many left. He continu- 

‘ed to find in-door work that his men 
h Efimight not be out of employ. Mrs. White 
hi -was fo confiderate; that juft at that time 
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Bs: leflened the nimber of her hogs, that 
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fhe might have more whey and fkim # 
milk to affift poor families. Nay, Il have 


2) - known her live on boiled meat for a long & 
to while together, in a fickly feafon, be- § . 
he caufe the pot- liquor made fuch a fipply & 

ne of broth for the fick poor. As the rene | 


: 
21 came on, and things grew worfe, fhe ne-. a 


oY, 


or ver had a cake, a pye, or a pudding in 
ot her houfe ; though fhe ufed to have plen-) dh 
of ty of hist good things, and will again Ly H 
if, nfs when the prefent {carcity is over $f 
y- though fhe fays fhe never will ufe fuch) be 
t white flour again, even if it fhould come’ i 
} ’ 
re down to five fhillings a bufhel. 
Tr fe 


All the parifh now began to murmursy@ 

Farmer Jones was fure the troft had®) 

killed the wheat. Farmer Wilfon faid@ 

the rye would never come up. Brown i 

; the maltiter infilted the barley was dead# 
at the root. Butcher Jobbins faid el 
would be a fhilling a pound. All declay) | 
red there would not bea hop to brew 
| with. The orchards were ail blighted 
there would not be apples enough to rake) 
a pye; andas to hay there would be nong 
tf be had for love nor money. “ Pll tell 
“you what, faid farmer White, the feagy 
“fon is dreadful. The crops are unprm | 
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‘ mifing juft now; but ’tis too early to 
to judge. Don’t let us make things worfe 
' than they are. We ought to comfort the 


'), poor, and you are driving them to def- 


pair. Don’t you know how much Gop 
| was difpleafed with the murmurs of his 


/ cholen people? And yet, when they were 


| tired of manna he fent them quails; but 

all did not do. Nothing fatisfies grum- 
‘iblers. We have 2 promife on our fide, 
| that there thall be feed time and harvelt 
“time to the end. Let us then hope for a 
Nooo day, but provide againift an evil one. 


j\ Let us rather prevent the evil before it is 


/come upon us, than fink under it when it 
, comes. Grumbling can’t help us. Acti- 
wit can. Letus fet about planting pota- 
‘toes in every nook and corner, in cafe 
,\the corn should fail, which however I don’t 
I believe. Let us mend our management 
., before we are driven to it by aétual want. 
And if we allow our honeit labourers to 
plant a few potatoes for their families in 
id the head lands of our plowed fields, or 
ee: walie bits of ground, it will dousno 
yaarm, and be a great help to them.” 
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The farmer had many temptations to 
ad his ¢ corn at an A extravagant price ta 
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criain sea port town; but as he knew } 
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rfe a it was intended to export it againit | ie 
the law, he would not be tempted to encou- § 
ef. rage unJawful gain; fo he threfhed out a & 
OD {mall mow at atime, and fold it to the @ 
his neighbouring poor far below the market } 

re price. He ferved his own workinen firft. 9 
ut This was the fame to them as if bg had ! ‘ 
rT. railed their-wages, and even better, as it @ 
e, was a benefit of which their families were # fi 
ft fure to partake. If the poor in the next | 
4 parifh were more difireffed than his own, 7 
2 he fold to them at the fame rate. “ For,’ bs 
f faid he, “there is no diftin€tion of pa-@ 


t rifhes im heay en, and thoughcharity begins 
at home, yet it ought not to end there.”? 9 
He had been ufed in good times now4] 

and then to catch a hare ora partridgesg 

as he was quglified. But he now refolved@ 

to give up that pleafure. So he parted 

» from a couple of fpaniels he-had; for he cH 
, | could not bear that his.dogs fhould i be. eat} 
ing the meat, or the milk which fo many] 

men, women, and children wanted. 
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The WHITE LOAF. 


ONE day, it was about the middie of 
July, 1795 when things feemed to be at thd 
M j 
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deareft; and the Rulers of the land’had 
agreed to fet the example of eating no- 
thing but coarfe bread. Doctor Shepherd 
read, before fermon, in the church their 
public declaration, which the magiftrates 
of the county fent him, and had alfo fien- 
ed themfelves. Liber White of courte 
was at church, and’commended it mizghti- 
ly. Next morsing the Doétor took a 
walk over to the farmer’s, in-order to 
fettle further plans forthe relief of the 
parifh. He was much furprifed to meet 
Mrs. White’s little maid Sally with a ve- 
ry {mall white loaf, which fhe had been 
buying at a fhop. He faid nothing to 
the girl, as he never thought it right to 
expofe the faults of a miftrefs to her fer- 
vant; but walk ced en, refolving to give 
Mrs. White a fevere leGure for the firft 
time in his life: He foon changed his 
|| mind, for on going into the kitchen the 


) firft perfon he fawgwas Tom the thatcher, 


’. whe had had a fad fall from a ladder; his 


/!\, arm, whieh was flipped out of his fleeve, 


4 Was {welled 3 ina frightful manner. Mrs. 
b White was ftanding at the drefler making 


Ww the little white loaf intoa poultice, which 


We fhe laid upon the {w elling 1 ina large clean 
f old Ci loth. 
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I afk your pardon, my good Sarah,” 
faid the Do&or, “ I ought not, however 
appearances ‘ were agatnit you, to have 
fulpeéted that fo humble and prudent a 
woman as you are, would be led either 
to indulge any daintinefs of your own, or 
to fly in the face of your betters, by eat- 
ing white bread while they are eating @ 
brown. Whenever I come here I fee it, % 
is not needful to be rich in ordertobe # 
charitable. A bountiful rich man would 
have fent Tom toa furgeon who would 
have done no more good for him than you 
have done; forin thofe inflammations 
the moft fkilful furgeon could only 2PPly 
a poultice. Your kindnefs in drefiing th 
wound yourlelf, will, I doubt not, bed 
form the cure at the expence of thatthree- 

nny loaf and a little hog’s lard. And @ 
I will take care that Tom fhall have a @ 
a good fupply of Rice from the Subfcrip. 
tion.” “ And he fhan’t want for fkint (jj 
milk,” faid Mrs. W hite, me was he the ie 
beft lord in the land, in the Rateheis in 1 
a dith of good rice milk would be betie 
for him than the pen meat. 
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Wi The PARISH MEETING. | ° 


ih ON the tenth of Auguft the veltry held to‘ 
i | another meeting, to confult on the bef Th 
i if method of further affifting the poor. The wh 


== 


, |) profpect of abundant crops now cheered J es: 
at every heart.. Farmer White had a mind un 
: |, to be alittle jocular with his defponding is 
|) neighbours. Well, neighbour Jones,” bi 
A; dfaid he, ‘ all the wheat was killed, I fup- di 
‘4; pofe. The barley all dead at the root. Pp 
| | Farmer Jones looked fheeepifh, and faid, e 
ik to be fure the crops had turned out better v 
| i’ than he thought, Then ,”’ faid Dr. Shep- 1 
; | herd, learn to truft Providence another 1 

; 4 

\ 


’ NAY - 73 
% wa | % time. 


Among other things, they agreed to 
| I fubfcribe for a large quantity “of rice, 
i ! | which wastobe fold out to the poor at ave- 
‘ii I ry low price, and Mrs. White was fo kind 
| ih as to undertake the trouble of felling it. 
4 After their day’s work was over, all who 

 withed to buy at theie reduced rates were 
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Pave 
a aos to come to the farm onthe phe 


Mesy evening. Dr. Sepherd dropped i 
itt the fame time, and when Mrs... W Phi 
had done — w eigning her rice, the Door 
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G. “ My honeit friends, it has pleafed 
Gop ne vifit this land with a(fcarcity, @ 

held to which we have been little accuftomed. 
beftM There are fome idle evil minded people # 
he B -who are on the watch for public diftrefl- & 
































red M es, not that they may humble themfelves # 
ind under the mighty hand of Gon, (which § i 
ing is the true ufe to be made of all troubles) 4 7 
Ss,” but that they may benefit themfelves by @ 

ap. difturbing the public peace. Thefe reo 
ot, ple, by riot and drunkennefs, double the | | 


id, evil which they pretend to cure. Riot © 
er will compleat our misfortune, while peace, 
p- induftry, and good management, will go_ 
2 near to cure them. Bread to be fure is 7 
uncommonly dear. Among the various} 
ways of making it cheaper, one is to re- {i 
0 duce the quality of it, another, to leflen) 
’ the quantity we confume. If we cannot} 
- . get enough of coarfe wheaten bread, let 
us mix one half of potatoes, angyene b f 
of wheat. This laft is what IX i) 
own family. It is pleafant and whole.) 
fome. Our blefled Saviour ate barley 
bread you know, as we were | eh 
in one of the Numbers of, 
Cheap Repofitory, which Phope you od : 
all heard; as I defired the matter of hie 
sunday fchool to yg it just after ev ih 
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'» ing fervice, when I know many 
|. parents are apt to call in at the: fchool. 





little books 
' time. 


: My good women, I truly feel for 
| mi you at this time of fearcit ty; and I am 
Bi | going to fhew my good will, as mach by 
4} my advice as my fubferi ption. Itis my 
i duty, as your friend and ‘minitter. to tell 
“) you, that one half of your prefent hard- 
| { dhips i is owing to BAD MANAGEMENT. I 
eh i ceften meet your children without fhoes 
1a and itockings, with great luncheons of 
(tthe very whiteft bread, and that three 
‘ ‘times a day. — that quantity, and 
eri lefs if it were coarfe, put into a dtfh 
of good onion or leek perTidge, would 
lmake them an cxccilent breakfaft. Ma- 
1 ‘ay too of the very poorcft of you eat 
,\your bread hot from the oven; this makes 
at the difference of one loaf in five; EF af- 
aye ‘ure you ’tis what [ cannot afford to do. 
ie come Mrs. White, you muft afift me a 
fitle, I am not very knowing in thele 
ynatters mylelf: but I know that the rich 
yould be twice as charlene, if the poor 
rade a better ufe of their bountv. Mrs. 
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This is a good cuftom, and one of thofe 
fhall be often read at that 
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ved with me you were famous for making 


Bey: Sa 


White do give thefe poor women a little 
advice how to make their pittance go 
further than itnow does. Whenyou h- 


us nice, cheap difhes, and I dare fay you 
are not lefs notable now you manage for 
yourfelf.”’ 


“ Indeed neighbours, faid Mrs. White, # 
what the good doétor fays is very true. | 
A halfpenny worth of oatmeal or groats. 7) 
with a leek or onion, out of your own | 
garden which cofts nothing, a bit of falt, @ 
and a little coarfe bread,. will breakfaft @ 
your whole family. It is a great miftake §] 
at any tim: to think a bit of meat fof 
ruinous, and a great loaf of bread io 
cheap. A poor man gets feven or eight 
fhillings a week ; if he is caréful he brings i 
ithome. I dare not fay how much of this} 
groes for tea inthe afternoon, now fugary 
and batter are fo dear, becaufe I fhould| 
have you all uponme, but, I will fay) 
that too much of this little goes even fou 
bread, from a notion that it is the hardeff 

fare. This at all times, but particularly 
juit now, is bad management. Dry peaf@ | 
to. be fure have been ve ery dear lately @ 


but now they are plenty enough. | I ac 
af = , 
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certain then, that if a fhilling or two of 





Hi the feven or eight was laid out for a bit of B bu 
ie coarfe beef, a’ fheep’s head, or any fuch @ ne 
iy thing, it would be well beftowed. I would ve 
| | throw a couple of pounds of thisinto the Bk 
i 4 pot with two or three handfuls of grey by 
#\\ peafe, an onion, and alittle pepper. Then e| 
; | I would throw in cabbage, or turnip, and “ 
| ‘)) carrot; or any garden ftufl that was moft fe 

iy plenty ; and let it ftew two or three hours, n 

\| and it will make ‘a difh fit for his Majetty. i 

4¢ ‘The working man fhould have the meat: r 


|) the children don’t want it, the foup will 
) | be thick and fubitantial, and requires ne 
Ba bread. 
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13 You:who can get fkim milk, as all 
it workmen can, have a great advan- 
tage. A quart of this, anda quarter of a 
pound of the rice you have judi bought, 

; La: alittle bit of all-fpice, and ce n oad, 
ue will make a qaiuty and a a cheap diih.’? 
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a 4 a Blefsyourheart!” muttered Amy Grum- 
i Lieble, who looked as dirty as a cinder-wench 
Raiswith her face and fingers all daubed with 


+4, as i te e . : Ba 3 c 7 Pye 
ipanod ; “rice milk sales edi? 2t 1s. Very 
CAM \ * 2 ; Vl : 






yet,” faid the Dodtor, “1 fee your tea-~ 
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nice to be fure for thofe who can drefs it, 
but we have not a bit ef coal;. rice is of 
no ufe to us without firing.’ “ And. 


kettle boiling twice every day, as I pafs 
by the poor- -houfe, and frefh butter at 
eleven-pence a pound on your fhelf.” 
“ O dear, fir,” cried Amy, “ a few fticks 
ferve to boil the tea-kettle.” “ And a few 
more,” faid the Door, ” will boil the 
rice milk, and give twice the nourith- 
ment at a quarter of the expence.” 
RICE PUDDING. 

“« Pray Sarab: *.  faid the Doétor, “how | 
did you ufe to ‘make that pudding my 
ldeee were fo fond of? AndI remem- 
ber when it was cold, we ufed to have it 
in the parlour for fupper,” “ Nothing #f 
more eafy,” faid Mrs. White: « I put | 
half a pound. of rice, two quarts of ikim j 
milk, and two ounces of brown fugar.’? | 

‘ Well,” faid the Door, “ and how. ma- jj 
ny will this dine ?? “Seven or eight, |} 
fir,” very .well; and what will it colt?” 4 
Why, fir, it did not coft you fo much be- # 


caufe we baked it at home, and I ufed jj 
our own milk; it will not coft above fe- i 
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ven-pence to thofe who pay for both. 
Here too bread is faved.” 





y 
Wl “ Pray, Sarah, let me put in a word,” 

«, faid farmer White, “ Tadvife my men 
P to raife each a largé bed of parfnips. 
)\, ‘They are very nourifhing, and very pro- 
fitable. Sixpennyworth of feed, well 


ri, 
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} ') fowed, and trod in, will produce more 
“© meals than four facks of potatoes ; and 
| what is material to you who have fo little 





| ground, it will not require more than an 
|) eighth part of the ground which the four 
: ut facks will take. Parfnips are very good 
) 4, the fecond day warmed in the frying-pan, 
i) and a little rafher of pork or baoon will 
\ give them a nice flavour,” 























Dr. Shepherd now faid, “ proof 


} fy, of the nourifhing quality of parliips, I 
» ge Was id aitiva ina hultory book this very 
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ial day, that the American Indians make a 
a great part of hare bread of parinips, 
sit NH e 

We though Indian corn is fo famaus: it will 





' t make a little variety too.” 
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Nh “> ¥ 1. “ 99 Se. 4 7} 344 a 
member,” faid Mrs. White, 
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sv? mouth water. 
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io nice: that ie miles’ my 
I peel fome raw potatoes, 
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flice them thin, put the flices into a deep 
frying-pan, or pot, with a little water,@ 
an onion, and a bit of pepper. Then If 7 
geta bone or two of a breaft of mutton, or 
a little ftrip of falt pork, and put into it.) 
Cover it down clofe, keep in the fteam, | 
and let it ftew for an hour.” : 

























“ You really get me an appetite, Mrs.|} i 
White by your dainty receipts,” faid jhe ! i 
Dofor. “ I am refolved to have this) 
cdifh at my own table.” “ I could tell youl 
another very good difh, and {till c heaper,” 
anfwered fhe. ‘“ Come, let us have it 7 
cried the Dogtor. “ I thall @write si Mt 
down as foon as I get home, and I willy) 
favour any body with a copy of thefe re-j 
ceipts who will call at my houfe.’” “ And] | 
I will do more, Sir,” faid Mrs. White, ‘\ 
“ for I will put any of thefe women inf 
the way how to drefs it, the firft time, if} 
they are atalofs. But thisismy difh. § 
H 
“ Take two or three pickled herrings i 
put them into a {tone jar, filled up with) 
potatoes, and a little water, and let iff 
bake in the oven till it is done. I would@ 
give one hint more,’’ added fhe; “I have 


taken to ufe nothing but potatoe flarch #f 
\ o : 
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‘ ) and though I fay it that fhould not fay it, 
| i) nobody’s linen in a common way looks 
i if better than ours,” 


The Decor now faid, “ Lam forry for 

, one hardthip which many poor people ta- 
- bour under. I mean the difheulty of get 
ie tinga little milk, I wifh allfermers wives 


Sth were as -coniilerate as you are, Mrs. 


i; White. A little milk is a great comfort 
TE to the peer, afoeeindie: when their children 
he are fick. And I have known it an{fwer to 


; Nae 


| Hi the feller as well as to the buyer, to keep 
, |. a cow or two on purpofe to fell it out by 
eae 
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Wise 


i i Sir faid farmer White, “ -I. be 
Hitea ive toylay a word te the men, -- you 
pleate, for ail your advice goes to the wo- 
a If you will drink lefs Gin y you 
i prey get more meat. Ifyou a ibitaia fram the 
ile. AD reuse you nav many of you get a little 
ip good beer at home. ¢ Aye, that we 
i Ne an Farmer,” faid poor ‘om the thateh- 
ae who was now got w ell. * EafterMon- 
Uday for that--—I fay no more.—A word to 
Habe wife.” The Farmer fn aiied and went 
w ‘The number of public heufes in 
Meany a-parith brings on more, hunger 
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and rags than all the taxes in it heavy as 
they are. All the other evils put toge- 
ther hardly make up the fum of that one. 
We are now raifing a freth fubfcription 
for you. This will be our rule of vriving. 
We will not give to Sots, Gamblers, and 
Sabbath breakers. ‘Yhofe who do not fet 
their young children to work on week 
days, and fend them to fchool on Sundays, 
deferve little favour. No man fhould 
keep a dog till he has more food than his 
family wants. If he feeds them at home 
they rob his children; if he ftarves them, 
they rob his neighbours. We have heard 
ina neighbouring city that fom® people 
carried back the fubfcription loaves be- 
caufe they were too coarfe; but we hope @ 
be ter things of you.” Here Betty Plane @f 
BeeEre with all humility, to put ina word. # 
‘ Certainly,” faid the Do Stor, * we will @ 
lifien to all modeft complaints, andtry to # 
redrefs them.” ‘“ You were pleafed to j 
fay, fir,” faid fhe, ** that we might find @ 
much comfort from buying coarfe bits of 9 
beef. And fo we might, but you do not | 
know, fir, that we can feldom get them, 
even whan we nad the money, and times 
were not fo bad.” How fo, Betty 27 Sir, if 
when we goto butcher job bins for a bit j 
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of thin, or any other lean pieces, his an. 
{wer is, “ You can’t have it to-day, 
The cook at the great houfe has befpoks 
it for gravy, or the Doétor’s maid (beg. 
ging your pardon, fir) has juft ordered it 
for foup. Now, fir, if fuch kind gentle- 
folks were aware that this gravy and foup 
not only confume a great deal of meat, 
(which, to be fure, thofe have a right to 
ule who can pay for it) but that it takes 
away thofe coarfe pieces which the poor 
would buy, if they bought at all, I am 
fure they would not doit. For indeed 
the rich have been very kind, and I don’t 
know what we fhould have done without 
them.” 


* T thank you for the hint Betty,” faid 
the Dodtor, “ and Laffure you I will have 
no more gravy foup. My garden will 
fupply me with foups, that are both whole- 
fomer and better. And I will anfwer 
for my lady at the great houfe that the 
will do the fame. I hope that this will 


‘ bia become a general rule, and then we fhall 
1 expect that the butchers will favour you 
f in the prices of the coarfe pieces, if we 





) 4) buy nothing but the prime. 


In our gifts 
we fhall prefer, as the farmer has ‘told 


















you, thofe who keep fteadily to their 
work; Such as come to the veltry for a 
loaf, and do not come to church for the 
fermon, we fhall mark; and prefer thofe 
who come conftantly Whether there are 
any gifts or not. But there is one rule 
from which we never willdepart. ‘Thole 
who have been feen aiding or abetting a- 
ny Riot, any attack on butchers, bakers, 
wheat mows, mills, or millers, we will 
not relieve. With the quiet, contented, 
hard-working man, Iwill fhare my lait 
morfel of bread. I fhall only add, that 
though it has pleafed Gop te fend us this 
vifitation ds a punithment, yet we may 
convert this fhort trial into a lafting blet- 
fing, if we all turn over a new leaf. 
Profperity has made moft of us carelefs. 
The thoughtlefs profufion of fome of the fj 
rich could only be exceeded by the idle. @ 
ne{s and bad management of fome of the if 
poor. Let us now at laft adopt that good # 
old maxim, Every ONE MEND ‘ONE. ff 
And may Gon add his bleffing !” i 
The people now cheer fully departed § 
with their rice, refolving, as many of § 
them as could get milk, to put one of ff 
Mrs. ~White’s receipts in practice that 
very night; and a rare fupper they had. J 
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A eh, General Goal Delivery. 
i HERE was in a certain country 4 


great King, who was alfo a Judge. 
4) He was very merciful, but he was alfa 
| 0 very juft; for he ufed to fay, that juftice 
hi was the foundation of all goodnels. His 
fubjeéts were apt enough, in a general 
» 4 Way, to extol his merciful temper, and 
yy efpecially thofe fubje&ts who were always 
-))* committing crimes which made them lia- 
ble to be punifhed by his juftice: This 
|.) Taft quality they conftantly kept out of 
\ ig fight, till thks had cheated themfelves 
, #) Into a notion that he was too good to pu: 
“4 nifh at all. 


is Tow it had happened a long time be- 
wy fore, that this whole people had broken 
hig their allegiance, and had forfeited the 
hs Kings’ favor, and had alfo fallen from a 
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very profperous ftate in which he had 
placed them, having one and all become 
bankrupts: but when they were over 
head and ears in debt, and had nothing 
to pay, the King’s fon molt generoufly 
took the whole burthen of their debts on 
himfelf; and, in fhort, it was propofed 
that all their affairs fhould be fettled, 
and their very crimes forgiven, (for they 
were criminals as well as debtors) provi- 
ded only they would thew themfelves to 
be forry for what they had done them- 
felves, and be thankful for what was don 


for them. I fhould here remark, that a @ 


book was alfo given them, in which a true 
and faithful account of their own rebel- 
lion was written; and of the manner of 
obtaining the King’s pardon, together 
with a variety of direétions for their 
conduét inthe time to come; and in this 
book it was particularly mentioned, that 


after having lived acertain number of § 


years in a part of the fame King’s coun- 
try, and under his eye and jurildiction, 
there fhould bea Grand Aflizes, when 
every one was to be publickly tried for 
his paft behaviour, and after this trial 
was over, certain heavy puntfhments 
were to be inflicted on thole who fhould 
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amon Courts. 
v-riminals are tried, and very properly 


the 
which regard the outward behaviour ; 


j) the heart alfo which were to be punithed. 


have {till perfifted in their rebellion, and 
certain high premiums were to be be- 


itowed as a gracious reward.upon the 
obedient. 


It may be proper here to notice, that 
this King’s Court differed in fome re. 
{pects from eur Courts of Juftice, being 
indeed a fort of Court of Appeal, to 
which queftions were carried alter they 
had been imperfe€ily decided in the Com. 
And although with us all 


in my opinion, by a Jury of their Peers, 
yet in this King’s country the mode was 
very different ; for fince every one of the 
people had been in a certain fenfe crimi- 
nals, the Kmg did not think it fair to 
make them judges alfo. It would indeed 
have been impoffible to follow in all re- 
{pects the ‘cuftoms which prevail with us, 
for the crimes with which men are char- 
ged in our Courts are mere overt aés, as 
Lawyers call them, that is, -aéts 


fuch as the ats of ftriking, maiming, fteal- 
ing, andioforth. Butin the King’s Court 
it was not merely outward fins, but fins of 
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Many a crime, therefore, which was ne- 
ver heard of in the Court of King’s bench, 
or at the Old Bailey, was here to be 
brought to light, and was referved for this 
great day. Among thefe were Pride and 
Oppreffion, and Envy, .and- Malice, and 
Revenge, and, "Coveventnets: and Secret 
Vanity of Mind, and Evil Thoughts’ of 
all faire: and all evil Wifhes and Defires. 
When Covetoufnefs, indeed, put men 
on committing Robbery, or when Malice 
drove them to an a&t of Murder, then the 
common Courts immediately judged ‘the 


criminal, without waiting for thefe Great | 


Affizes; neverthelefs, fince even a Thief 
and Murderer would now and then efcape 
in the common Courts, for want of evi- 


dence, or through fome fault or other of 


the Judge or Jury, the efcape was of lit- 
tle moment for the poor criminal, for he 
was fure to be tried again by this great 
King; and even though he fhould have 
been punifhed .in fome fenfe before, yet 
he had now a farther puniihment to fear, 

wntele: indeed, he was one of thefe, who 

had obtained, by the means I before ipoke 
of, this. 1 aia King’s pardon. ‘The fins 
of the heart, however, were by far the 
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moft numerous fort of fins, which were plic 
to come before this great Tribunal; andi thu 
thefe were to be judged by this great King he 
in perfon, and by none but himfelf; be.{§ tho 
caule he poflefled a certain power of get. the 
ting at all fecrets. ma 
wit 








I once heard of a certain King of Sici-§ wo 
ly, who built a whilpering gallery in the per 
form of an ear, through which he could§ all 
hear every word his rebellious fubjedts § hu 

i uttered, though fpoken ever fo low. But § ev 
_/) this fecret of the King of Sicily was no. fj lea 
a4 | _ thing to what this great King pofleffled; @ tha 
for He had the power of knowing every § mc 
_'". thought which was conceived in the mind, § dif 
'< though it never broke out into wards, or § lit 
4) proceeded to aGtions. 
ow Now you may be ready to think, per- § be 
i ' haps, that thefe people were worle off than §j of 

‘+ any others, becaufe they were to be ex- § he 

amined fo clofely, and ca si fo ftrictly; J pe 
far from it; the King was too juft to ex- § da 
pect bricks without giving them ftraw; he § in 
gave them, therefore, every help that they § an 
needed. He gave them a book of direé- § lo: 
ions, as | before obferved ; and bezaule § th: 


they were naturally fhort-fighted, he fup- 


were 
and 
Sing 
be. 
get. 
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plied them with a glais for reading it, and 
thus the moft dim-fighted might fee, if 
he did not wilfully fhut his eyes: but 
though the King invited them to open 
their eyes, he did not compelthem; and 
many remained ftone blind all their lives 
with the book in their hand, becaufe they 
would not ufe the glafs, nor take the pro- 
per means for reading and underitanding 
all that was written for them. ‘The 
humble and fincere learnt in time, to fee 
even. that part of the book which was 
leaft plainly written; and it was obferved 
that the ability to underitand it depended 
more on the heart than the head; an evil 
difpofition blinded the fight, while humi- 
lity operated like an eye-falve. 


Now it happened that thofe who had 


| been fo lucky as to elcape the punifhment 


of the lower Courts, took it into their 
heads that they were all very good fort of 
people, and of courfe very fafe from any 
danger of this Great Assize. ‘This grand 


; intended trial had been talked of fo much, 


and put off fo long, (for it had feemed 
long at leaft to thefe fhort-fighted people,) 
that many perfuaded themfelves it would 
never take place at all; and far the great- 
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er’part were living away therefore with. 
out ever thinking about it; they went on 
juit as if nothing at all had been done for 
their benefit; andas if they had no King 


‘to pleafe, no King’s fon to be thankful to, 


no book to guide themfelves by, and as 
if the aflizes were never to come about. 


But with this King “ a thoufand years 
were as one day, for he was not flack 
concerning his promifes, as fome men 
count flacknefs.”’ So at length the folemn 
period approached. © Still, however, the 
people did not prepare for the folemnity, 
or rather, they prepared for it much as 
fome of the people in our towns are apt 
to prepare for the Affize times; I mean 
by balls and feaftings, and they faw their 
own trial conie on, with as little concern 
as is felt by the people in our ftreets, 
when they fee the Judge’s proceffion en- 
ter the town, who indeed comfort them- 
felves that"it is only thofe in the prifons 
who are guilty. 


But when at laft the day came and 


every man found that he was to be judg- 
ed for himfelf, and that fome how*or o- 


ther, all hi 1S ecbets were brought out, 
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that there was now no. efcape, 
hings began to take a more ferious turn. 
Some of the criminals were got together 
lebating in an outer Court of the Grand 
Hall, and there they pailed their time, 
not in compunétion and tears, not in com- 
paring their lives with what was required 
in that book which had been given them, 







eon but in comparing themfelves with fuch as 
10 had been itill more notorious offenders. 
“mn Be One who had grown wealthy by rapine 
the Band oppreflion, .but had contrived to keep 
4 within the letter of. the law, infulted a 
* 43 Boor fellow as a thief, becaufe he had fto- 
4P Bien a loaf of bread. ‘“ You were far 
Cal Bwickeder than I was, faid a Citizen to 
i! Bhis Apprentice, for you drank and fwore 
by at the ale-houfe every Sunday night.” 
‘i Yes,” faid the poor fellow, “ but it was 
“A= Bi your fault that I did fo, for you took no 
ms Bi care of my foul, but fpent all your Sab- 
PS’ B baths in jRughiag abroad or in rioting at 
home; I might have learnt, but there 
fj was no one “to teach me; I might have 
nd Bi followed a good example, ‘but E faw only 
'S- B bad ones. I finned aoaintt lefs light than 
i) vou did.’ A drunken journeyman, who 
ae | 


had {pent all his wages on gin, took com- 
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|W fort that he had not fpent a greet eflattihe cc 
Lip in Bribery at Elections, as the Lord ifyat t 
ee his Manor had done, hile a perjure@hict 
A Elector boalied that he was no drunkard try 3 
Bins like the journeyman. avor 
: . atl 
; ae I have not room to deferibe the awfullhuat b 
is Ve pomp of the Court, nor the terribl@tren 
tidy founding of the trumpet which attendedfhival 
it the Judge’s entrance, nor the fitting of ed 
a the judge, nor the opening of the books; w 
it nor thie: crouding of the millions, ae oul 
|) — ftood before him. I thall pafs over thelhat 
1 multitudes who were tried and condemn-fRive 
,), edto dungeons and chains, and fire, andi tis 


/4/1. perpetual ba; 3ifhment, from the prefence Bnow 
') of the King, which alway's feemed to befimif 
' 4 “the faddeft part of the fentence. I fhall on- Byo: 
“i ly notice further, a few who brought fome fIand 
(* plea of merit, and claimed a right to be flext 
'< rewarded by the King, and even decei-Ghe, 
ved themfelves fo far as to think that his Mth: 
own book of laws would be their juftif- Jne 
cation. fut 


Pm 
iho + 


A thoughilefs Spendthrift advanced 


ne 
without any contrition, and faid, ‘ that ch 


he had lived hand! fomely, and had hated 
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M@he covetous whom God abhorreth, and 


hat he trufted in that paflage of the book 
yhich faid, that ‘ Covetoufnefs was Idol- 
try; ? and that he therefore hoped for a 
avorable fentence. ’ 
nan had not only avoided Covetoufnels, 
but he had even left his wife and chil- 
iren in want through his exceflive pro- 
ivality. The Judge immediately poin- 
el to that place in the Book where it 
swritten, he that provideth not for his 
oufehold, is worfe thanan Infidel. He 
hat Hveth in pleafure is dead while he 
liveth ; ‘ thou, ”’ faid he, * in thy life 
‘time, received’it thy good things, and 
ow thou muft be tormented.”—Then a 
mifer, whom hunger and-hoarding had 
worn to fkin and bone, crept forward 
and praifed the fentence pafled o this 
extravagant youth, “and furely, * taid 
he, “fince he is condemned, I am “thé man 
that may make fome plea to favor—I was 
never idle or drunk, I kept my body 1n 
lubjeGtion. I have been fo felf-denying 
that Tamcertainly a Saint: I have loved 
neither father nor mother, nor wife, nor 
children io excefs, in all this I have o. 


beyed the book of. the law,—Then the 
Judge jaid, “but where are thy works of 


It proved that this. 
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mercy and thy labors of love ? fee thiMart « 
family which. perifhed in thy fight lafihott 
hard winter, while thy barns were dfonfc 
veiflowing; that poor family were my rfnfu! 
prelentatives, yet they were hungrfiitud 
and thou gaveft them no meat.”’ ‘ Go t@he \ 
now, thou rich man, weep and howl fofhnd 
the miferies that are come upon youfhot ; 
Your gold and your filver is cankeredfvith 
and the ruftof them fhall be a wiitnelg%verx 
againit you, and {hall eat your flefh ag@ind 
it were fire.”—Then came up one withijyor 
a moft felf fufficient air, He walked ufgny 
boldly, having in one hand the plan ofMfure 
an Hofpital which he had built, and ingfhun 
the other the drawing of a hatue, whic req 
was ereéting for him in the country that ah 
he had juit left, and on his forehead ap#thy 
peared, in Gold Letters, the Lift of al nu 
the Public Charities to which he _ hadjter 
fubicribed. He feemed to take greaf§me 
pleafure in the condemnation of thdfhal 
Mifer, and faid, “ Lord, where faw | thee 

hungry and fed thee not, or in prifo 

and vifited thee not? Il have vifited th@jve 
fatherlefs and widow in their affliction. bu 
—Here the Judge cut him fhort by faying§in, 
thou didft vifit the fatherlefsin 
but didit thou fulfil equally that oth ,§r 










































se thy 
rht laf 
ere 9 
My re 
ungr 
Go i( 
Ww fo 
1 you 
kered 
Fitnels 
efh a 


e will 
ed. ul 
an 0 
nd j 
whic 
y that 
ud. ap 
of al 
» ha 
great 
% the 
| thee 
yrifo 
1 the 
ion.’ 
Lying 
rlefs 
oth , 













































L389 


art of my command to'keep thyfelf un- 
potted from the world. No, thou wert 
onformed to the world in many of its 
nful cuftoms, “* thou didft follow a mul- 
itude to do evil; ” “thou didit love 
he world and the things of the world : ”’ 
ind the motive to all thy charities was 
ot a regard to me but to thy own credit 
vith thy fellow men. Thou haft done 
every thing for the fake of reputation, 
md now thou art vainly trufting in thy 
vorks, inftead of putting all thy truft in 


odes for thee.: Where has been that 
humility and gratitude to him which was 
required of thee. No, thou wouldit be 
thine own furety: thou haft trufted in 
thyfelf: thou haft made thy boaft of 
aie own goodnefs ; thou hait fought at- 

er and thou haift enjoyed the praile of 
as and. verily I lay unto thee, “ thou 
halt thy reward.’ 


A poor. difeafed- blind cripple, from the 
very 
built, then fell proftrate. on his 
ing out, 
hnner:! *? 


ace, Cry- 


-on which the Judge, to the fur- 


wile’ of all, faid,, Well done, good, and. 


my Son, who has offered himfelf to be a | 


Jofpital which this great-man had 


“ Lord. be merciful to me a 
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faithful fervant.*” The poor man rt ne 
plied, “ Lord, I have done nothing! byce. ' 
thou haft suffered.” “ Well,’ faid thider 
Judge; ‘thou haft been an example qgme | 
patience and meeknefs, and though thopprt, 
hadit but few talents, yet thou haft we§em 
improved thofe few; thou hadft tim@ing, 









































this thou didf fpend inthe humble dyn ! 
ties of thy ftation, and elfo in eafneffre, 
prayer, even for that proud Founder qeepe 


thine Hofpital, who never prayed {ognd b 
himlelf; thou waft indeed blind and :lamagas 
but it is no where faid, my Son give m@hol 
thy feet, or thine eyes, but gzve me ih 
heart; and even the faculties I did grang At 
thee, were employed to my glory; witlpll f 
thine ears thou didft liften to my wordgoulc 
with thy tongue thou didft thew forth mypeal 
praife, Enter thou into the joy of them! 
Lord.-——There were feveral who ,cam@im! 
forward and boafted of fome fingle ange 
particular virtue, in which they had bees had 
fuppofed toexcel. One talked of his gefils | 
nerofity,, another of his courage, and @fov 
third of his fortitude; but it proved, om? fe 
clofe examination, that fome of thofe fupgeou 
pofed virtues were merely the effeét of @€'2 
particular contitution of body: that ogad 
thers preceeded froma falfe motiye, anges | 
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t not a few of them were actual vices, 
ce. they were carried to excels; and 
\der the pretence of fulfilling one duty, 
e other duty was loft fight of; in 
ort, thefe partial virtues were none of 
em done in obedience to the will of the 
ing, but->merely to pleate the perfon’s 
m humour, and they would not, there- 
re, ftand this day’s trial; for “-he that 
eepeth the whole law, and yet wilfully 
d habitually offends in any one point, 


as declared guilty of breaking the 
hole. . : 


At this moment a fort of thick {cales 
ll from the eyes of the multitude. They 
ould now no longer take comfort by 
eafuring their neighbours’ condu& a- 
ainft their own. Each at once found 
imfelf in his true light, and faw, alas! 
hen it was too late, that he fhould have 
adé the book whick had been given him 
is rule of praétice before, fince it now 


roved to be the rule by which he was 
0 be judged. Nay, 


every one now 
aan himfelf even worfe than his 
eighbour, becaule, while he only saw 


ad beard of the guilt of others, he fele 


us own in all its aggravated horrors. 
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To complete their confufion, the 
were compelled to acknowledge the jij 
tice of the judge who condemned them 
and alfo to approve the favorable fen 
tence by which thoufands of other crim 
inals had not only their lives faved, by 
were made happy and glorious bey on 
all imagination, and.all this-was in cop 
fequence of their fincere repentance, am 
their humble acceptance. of the. pard@ 
offered to. them by the King’s Son. On 
thing was remarkable, that -whilft mad 
of them who were condemned never e& 
pected condemnation, but even claime 
reward for their fuppofed innocence @ 
goodnefs, all who were rewarded or fon 
given were fenfible, that they. owed eve 
ry thing to a mere a&t of grace, and they 
cried out with one voice, ‘“* Not unto ws 
not unto us, but unto thy name be th 
praie! }:! 
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THE END. 


UL YiNce will. be publifhed, th. Hiftory of tite 
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foul which unites and endears good peo- 
ple to each other. 1 fhall never forget 
how the poor excellent creature feemed 
to hang upon my lips, and to eat my ve- 
ry words, when J enlarged upon the boyn- 
ty and tender mercy of God, the frequent 
and delightful fenfe he gives of his pre- 
fence by the refrefhings of a quiet coni{ci- 
ence, and the compofure of a tranquil 
mind ; the faith he‘beftows in his promifes 
to thofe who labour to obtain it, and ufe 
what means are afforded them for that 
purpofe ; the victories this faith enables 
them to get over trials and temptations, 
the joy and peace in thus believing the 
hope in life and death, and the glorious 
expectation of immortality (of being rai- 
fed from the dead, to die no more.) To 
have taken oif his eager, delighted, ani- 
mated air and manner, would have been 
amafter-piece for a painter. He had ne- 


ver heard fuch difcourfe, nor found the } 


opportunity of hearing it before. He 
feemed like a man who had been thrown 
into a new world, and at length had found 
company. ‘Though my converfation latt- 
el at leaft two of three hours, J fearce’ 


profefied to believe, the communion of 
faints, viz. that fympathy .of heart and | 
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fo fweetly in all my lite. We knew not | 
how to part. He would accompany me 
as farashe might; and I felt, for my part, 
uch a-delight ia the artlefs, folid, unaf- 
fected, fenfible talk of this good fost. that 
I could have been glad to fee him often 
hen, or to fee his like at any time now. 
But my fituation rendered this impoffible. 
I therefore took an affeftionate adieu, 
with a kindnefs equal to the moft anci- 

ent friendfhip, telling him that neither — 
the colour of his body, nor the condition... 
of his prefent life, could prevent him 
from being my brotherin our common 
father ; that though we mutt part never 
to fee each other again any more in this 
world; I had no doubt of our having an- 
other joyful meeting in our father’s home, 
where we fhotld live together, and love 
one another throughout a long and.ahap- 
py eternity. “ Amen, Amen, my dear 
mafflah. God blefs you, and poor me too, 
for ever and ever.” -If I had been an an. 
gel from heaven, he could not have recet- 
ed me with more evident delight than 
e did; nor could I have conftdered him 
rith more regard, if he had. been a long 
shown chriftian of the good old fort, 
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grown up: into my affections if a courfé 
of many years.” 
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This {tery fhews us that GOD defpifes : 


not labourers on account of their poverty,@. . 
or negroes on account of their colour. §) © 


It fhews us that religion, and that’only# 
will make a man content.and comfortable ~ 
in the loweft fituations. | : 
It teftifies the value of the bible, which 
appears to have been the means of doing 
fo much fervice to this poor negro, by 
the grace of God aflifting his diligent ap- 
plication to it. - | e 


ee 
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Perhaps it may ferve to fill’ us 
with ithame when we © reflect, that 
with’ all our great and fuperior ad, 
vantages, our knowledge and obedience! 
are far from being equ al to what feems to 
have been the cafe with this poor, but# 
. Virtuous negro. 
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